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My dear Father:

I am at homeall this after-—
noon,for this is the "off! day in Caesar;
and I shall spend my time writing to you
Your leteer came Xesterﬂa morning, just
before I started ito school,and we Wwere so
glad to hear from you,—as we always are,of
course, Yon say that yom are having
bad weather in Ooltewah . So are we, today.
Yesterday it was lovely;~Mr. Gxoundhog nhad
wound up his winter in good shape and had
left off:Monday and Tuesday it was clear
and cowl ,but Wednesday it was really %

- 5pring,so warm and sunny and bright . But
woe is me '} I “"woke in the night to &he
sound of rain" and today is gray and gloomy
and damp and deizzly. And the paper says
celder,rain tarning to sleet or snow"!

But the chief beauty of the weather here

is’ the mud., I think the East end must e-—
qual Cnattauoogd,-or even excel it,for

you say that in Chatiznooga cne wounld reach
Pavement if he dug loug enough,—in Hayti
ke ‘wouldn’t.

You see I have peen sampling
the mud up there;} think I have been in
about all there is on Market street,but as
yet I hav’n’t dared to try the ®others. I
called at Number 981 Puesday afternoon be—
tWween three and four o’clock.] kuocked a
goocd many times,put finally. I had to go a—
way witheut getting in. I went again at




noon yesterday'—ﬁitﬁ the-same result, Then
I trailed tnroﬁgn the mud ¥EUEETE 2 (hird
time at about half past five o’clock.That
time' T met an exceedingly fat colored wo—
map. (I think she is a teacher in some of
the colored schools,but I do not kuow) who
told me that Mrs Paine lived "next do’"and
said I was "ve’y excus’bul " for making a
mistake. I went next door (No.927). Miss
Paine was at home,but Mrs.Paine had just

gone out to milk the cow.She would be at
nome every morning. So I called this morn-—
ing,~letting no grass grow under my feet,
yotn see, Theres were three colored women
in the room,and I didu’t know which was@$%
which,so I had to ask.Then I introduced

myself: but I didn’t need to tell my errand
~shie knew I was Ycome collecting',There
wa§ 0o mouey ready,though.She said she in—
tended to pay,and would come to the house
sometime this spring and bring the money.I
am afraid we will find"this spring! an in-—
dia-rubber season,ar’n’t you? If she does
uot come before very long I shall go to
her,~like Mahomet and his mountain. Papa, —
is she fat¥——she gives gou the impression
0 being huge,whnen yol see ner down ou
per haunds and kuees on the floor,quiltiag.
We are are well,frandma and May included.
Grandma scut over the last WaynesvillelBws
Sunday for us to read a letter from that
Mrs~Ritchie about the way pineapples <re
growu.Accordiung to her,they drc propagaied
%y Nsuccors" from the rootsl I wrote to
ucle Allen Saturday,—uow I am trying to
decide to whom the next letter ougnt to g9
I think Don told you of Uncle Billy’s ac-—
cident,and we have heard wothing since. I
enclose some rhymes I made yesterday,which
A.‘"dy amuse you.
Buat now I must stop writing: and with
heaps aund heaps of love, I am,
Your daunghter,
Mary Leslie Newton.
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